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XXV. [Original?]

SWIFT TO ARCHBISHOP KING

London, January I, 1707/8.

MY LORD,

I HAB the honour of your Grace's letter two posts ago,
and should not have given you the trouble of acknowledg-
ing It so soon, but that I was loath to leave your Grace in
an uncertainty by one I writ lately to the Dean of St.
Patrick's,* before yours came to my band. The storm your
Grace mentioned did not reach England, and I remember
about the same time four years ago I came just to have my
share of a much greater in this town, when Ireland received
no damage.3 I am glad your Grace says nothing of any
people killed or hurt.

I should be surprised at what your Grace tells me of the
clergy, if I were not sensible how extreme difficult it is to
deal with any body of men, who seldom understand their
true interest, or are able to distinguish their enemies from
their friends. Your Grace's observation is so great a truth,
that there is hardly a clergyman in Ireland whose revenue

1 In Armagh Library.   See supra^ p. 60, n. I.

a John Stearne, to whose election to the deanery of St. Patrick's
allusion lias already been made (supra^ p. 53, n. 2). Stearne's name still
lives in Ireland as a munificent friend to his Church and University.
With both he had strong hereditary ties. For he was a great-grand-
nephew of Archbishop James Usshery and son of one whom in the
opinion of Dr. Mahaffy (" An Epoch in Irish History," p. 323) was,
next to Ussher, the most remarkable fellow produced by Trinity
College in its early days, as well as a man of saintly life. With Swift,
Stearne had become acquainted on Swift's appointment to Laracor, as
he was then Rector of the adjoining parish of Trim, and had found in
him a warm supporter when the deanery of St. Patrick's became
vacant. Of their friendship afterwards, and of the part Swift took in
Stearne's promotion to the episcopal bench, there will be mention later
on, and further particulars of his life will be found in a eulogium by
Dr. Mahaffy in ** Peplographia Dublinensis."

3 The allusion is to a hurricane, long known as The Storm, which
occurred on 26 November, 1703, and of which Lord Stanhope
gives (" Hist, of Reign of Queen Anne," 3rd edition, p, 104) a most
"vivid picture. In the death roll from the appalling disasters caused
"by the fury of the wind, a Bishop and his wife were numbered, and
although it did not reach Ireland, the storm extended over a wide
area on the Continent, as well as over a great part of England.er Tyrone's Rebellion, made a new
